Britannia Square Residents’ Association
COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 19 November 2019
at 8.00 pm at 22 Britannia Square (David Greenhill)
1. Attendance

Present:
    
  David Greenhill (Chair) 
  John Ball
  Clive Collings
  Ann Cowper



Robin Dallaway

Carol Inman (Secretary)

Ian Terry
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting & Matters Arising
2.1. The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.
2.2. It was agreed that arrangements for the 2020 Street Clean would begin early in the New Year. 

Carol reported that she had contacted Lucas Ball but he was unable to accompany our Christmas Carols due to another engagement. 

Carol added that she still needed to contact the County Council about better signage to deter drivers abusing the one way section of Britannia Square.
Other matters arising were dealt with under the relevant agenda items.

3. Review of Recent Events
3.1. AGM - Friday 15 November 2019

It was agreed that although microphones had been used effectively by some speakers, increased use should be made next year, including by all Committee members, particularly as the acoustics in the Church were not ideal.

It was noted that the hedge around RGS Springfield continued to be a major source of concern. John agreed to convey this to Laura Brown, highlighting the poor standard of hedge-cutting, the lateness of cutting in the season and encroachment onto the highway. Robin added that the poor state of the railings in the northwest corner of the Square should be included. 

Action: John Ball

Regarding the tone of white paint used for walls of Georgian properties in the Conservation Area, it was recognised that there was no guidance available and no enforcement by the local planning or conservation officers. As a result, Robin proposed the Committee should consider suggesting suitable tones and ask for them to be endorsed by the City Council’s planning department. This guidance could then be circulated in a future newsletter and made available on the BSRA website.

Action: Robin Dallaway
4. Gulls
The Committee expressed their thanks to David for inviting Mark Cox to speak at the AGM and for adding his own presentation about the costs of hawk flying.

On getting agreement from residents for funding hawk flying, it was agreed that it would be unlikely that those living in areas least affected by gulls would be willing to contribute.

David confirmed that, provided a licence was in place,  our area would be included in the egg replacement programme being undertaken for the City Council in Spring 2020 by Worcestershire Regulatory Services (WRS) but accessing certain chimneys may be problematic for height reasons. In addition, WRS have offered to part fund hawk flying in the area but 50% of the cost would still need to be funded by residents.

It was agreed that a letter should be drafted and sent to all households and a survey, preferably online, carried out to assess willingness to contribute to the costs of hawk flying. This could be supplemented by personal visits from Committee members to non-responding households.

Action: David Greenhill
5. Future Events
5.1. Christmas Carols - Sunday 15 December 2019

As Lucas was unavailable to accompany the carol-singing, Carol reported that she was awaiting a response from Nicky Neville-Lee as to the availability and likely cost of the pianist who plays for Worcester Male Voice Choir.

Action: Carol Inman

It was agreed that it would be useful to have access to RGS Springfield’s kitchen during the event. John would confirm this with Laura Brown when arranging access to the building.


Action: John Ball
Robin would contact Natasja and Tamara Enthoven again about making a musical contribution to the event.

.
Action: Robin Dallaway
Ian will update the flyer for issue shortly before the event.
Action: Ian Terry
6. Committee Reports

6.1. Planning
36a Britannia Square: at the AGM, it had been noted that the Highways consultation had still not taken place and that there were two applications pending to vary planning conditions. There was ongoing concern about the potential loss of parking spaces.
6.2. Highways and Lighting
There have been recent instances of cars being driven through the No Entry signs into the one-way section of Britannia Square at the end of Albany Terrace. As previously agreed, Carol will contact the County Council about better signage, both on entry to the Square and at the start of the one-way section.



























Action: Carol Inman
6.3. Neighbourhood Watch

Alerts continued to be circulated when relevant.
6.4. Wine Club

John reported that as the URC Hall would be available to rent on Friday evenings during the winter, an event may be organised there early in the New Year.
6.5. Membership
A number of subscriptions were collected at the AGM with the result that 58% of households are now paid up members, 51 households have never joined.
6.6. Finance and fund-raising
The bank balance stood at £1,142. As Andrew Grant have indicated that they do not wish to renew their sponsorship their logo needs to be removed from the BSRA website. Knight Frank have renewed but the NFU Mutual invoice remains unpaid.
6.7. Newsletter

The Spring Newsletter would be discussed at the February committee meeting. 
6.8. Website

Robin reported that the 60 images acquired from The Hive had not yet been received but would be uploaded in due course together with some expected from Historic England. He also had some photos provided by local residents to upload. 

Action Robin Dallaway
7. Any other business
John tabled a letter he had received regarding his property from Appleton Asset Management, a property development company based in Hereford. John intended to ignore the letter but concern was expressed that other property owners with double plots in the area may be enticed to accept development offers.
8. Dates of future meetings & events
2019

Sun 15 December - Christmas Carols, RGS Springfield
2020
Tues 25 February - Committee meeting, 4 Stephenson Terrace (Carol Inman, Ian Terry to chair)
Tues 21 April - Committee meeting, 14 Albany Terrace (Ian Terry)

Sun 28 June - Summer Party, RGS Springfield 
Tues 22 September - Committee meeting, 7 Albany Terrace (Robin Dallaway)
Fri 13 November - AGM, URC, Albany Terrace

Tue 17 November - Committee meeting, 22 Britannia Square (David Greenhill)
3

